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Now
in
its 16th Year

Greetings irgbods,

Internal postal costs have risen. In thelr infinite
idiocy, the Post Office warns of the inevitability of further rises.
Since postage is the largest single item in the cost of one copy of a
fanzine, the new rates are bound to have their effect on anateur
publishing. The gap between publication dates will widen. Size nay
be reduced to trim the weight, co-editors (sharing the costs) are
1likely to increase. liost important of all, 'dead' copies nust bhe
eliminated, Publishers, Traders, Subscribers and LOCers all have a
place in a well-balanced readership, but there is no place for the
Tan with a one-way mail box. Personally, I abhor mailing FRG into a
vaguuite To my mind, the blood sweat tears and money I spend an HRG,
is counter-balanced by some form of return from the reader..be it in
terns of book for review, other fanzines in trade, cash imoney, or
just a decent Letter Of Comment....and a decent LOC does not entitle
the writer to more than another issue. Some fans believe that a LOC
deserves publication by right. Sorry, but NO, A LOC pays for the
isoue received, and gets you the next...but bestows no other !'rights!
30 let's keep it that way. Respond to this issue in some way, and
1111 gladly send you the next. Ignore it, and it seems fair to do
%' e sarie when mailing out the next one, by missing you out. CI ?

Not wishing to belabour the sub point, I would like
to clarify the dollar rates quoted on the back page. Iy reason for
asiiin’ for a dollar sub from the USA is simple., Buch dollars o into
my kitty for paying FAPA and .First Fandom Dues, my Analog subs, and
suchlilie items. 'ith actual dollars to hand, I can mail then off to
Good lian £d Cagle, and he does the necessary (Sometimes, as with 3ill
Zvans((Can you hear me BILL 277?)) there are louseups). In the past I
have paid via banks...and had vanishing cheques plus extra charges.,
Direct dollars make for a much simpler life, In view of this, i any
0of you Statesiders feel like taking out a gift sub for a friende.eit
wil’ only cost you a buck. How about it ?

The stencil cutting series continues in this issue
(apart from the OMPA issues), and has already provoked soile very
useful letter responses, sric Lindsay to name but one has come forth
with helpful advice and even a booklet., I hope to include all such
reader-submitted material in a set of miscellaneous notes, so please
don't be afraid to send in any special knowledge you may haves. I
an runsing surplus pages to allow for 50 complete copies of the whale
thin; when ready.....but no pre-orders for the time being. ’



41 .ot being a news magazine, details of the August Durocon arrived
here too late for inclusion in the last issue. Sorry friends, but if
yould like such news items including, I'll gladly do it, but jet thenm
here about SIX MONTHS before the event. One item which isn't dated,
and will no doubt interest many concerns the London 3-F Circle. The
Globe has finally had it. The regular rendezvous (to which all are .

welcone) is the first Thursday of each month...at the ON.2 TUII, 125
Safiron dill, London. BC1. Very near to the Globe, handiest station
is Farringdon, ‘ '

Other less welcome news items (and following my opening renarls).
Ken Slater reports paying £3.78 for two reams of A4 paper !!! Ilven
sadcer is the word from Dave Rowe, that BLUNT must fold adwing to rising
costsa Can't we elect a fannish MP to argue fandom's case ?72?

The last FAPA mailing arrived here minus the Official Orgsan and
also minus the copies of ERG 46 which Gregg Calkins had acknowledged
receipt of, two weeks before the mailing deadline. Worse, I'm dowa for
owing money, when I should have lolly in the kitty., At the tiie of
writing, letters to Sec/Treas, Bill Evans, and Editor Greg Calkins seem
to remain unanswered, So since in addition to Erg 46, Gre:; should now
have got a bundle of Erg 47, I'm not putting this issue (Io.48) through
FAFA, If 3il) reads this, how about telling me what's happenin; 272

The start of the school holidays saw us load into the gleaming
Jeeves !Coldfinger Special' (Registration 100K) and boot off doun the
M1 to JIridze near Canterbury. 'Je had a nice mini-holiday, and the
hichlisht was a trip aboard the SRN74 Hovercraft to Boulogne. Neal s-f
stuff thise We got there around 8 am, parked the car, bought ticliets
and were hustled aboard the 8.30 trip to France, getting there in %0
mninutes. After wandering fround the old fortified twon, we had a lunch
lastin;; two hours before making the trip back to Dover and 7 hours on
the road hack To Sheffield

Dave and Mardee Jenrette were able to spend s night with us the
weeliend earlier, but owing to a communications snafu in which we didn't
know wuric entcliffe had got a weeks holiday, we rushed them over to
Chechire earlier than we need have done., Still, it was greatl neeting
thein and secing Dave take umpteen photographs of everything in reach.

Coventry in 75 is the latest news, and I hope to have better
luck thic year than I did with the Tynecon, when Val had to o into
hospital the week before. Personally, I'm very glad that the 75 Con
didn'tget to south of the Bert Campbell line. London is bad enough
for a Con, distance and pricewise., South of London add the trouble
of navigating either through or round the city. Going throush is
nastyee.sfor some queer reason maps and signposts nevef agreec. Those
livin; in Londcn may be happy with signs pointing to 'Swiss Cottage! or
t'ephant & Castle'..but the AA maps never show these delectable svots.
Circumnavigating the place is almost as bad, the outer ring road 4506
bein:; a duel to the death with maniacs...and frequently vanishin
signs. ..rgo, I favour somewhere nice and central for a Con...and
Coventry sounds ideal, Hope to see you all therec,

Bestest,
Terry
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and aurround tHc 1~

5o frantlcally 1n<§zz howls aérouu the

rocf of the world Sone are tp e fa/t flow1w_ JEgYRSans Ted
hy the meltin: snows, and sone<...ssohle arg turned regularly and very
tediously by the hands of the nonks. ‘mafever the power source, each
revolution of each wheel sends yet another 'Om idane Padne !
vin:;in; in the risht direction.

vér whee¥s. Sone

The Potala itself is staffed by a dedicated band of nonls,
chelas and novitiates. Amonz then, youn; Zartan (son of thae faimed
Iartaz of the Daboons', thoush none knew this). The infant had been
found frozen in a block of ice on the front door step, by a monll
putiting out the millk bottles. DPinned to his chest with a sharpened
allisator tooth was a pathetic little note... ‘‘Please lock after ny
hahy, he is too youn<t to do it himself. Ilis name is Zartan- It was
simed, 'iwell wisher'.

The rionks were quite used to takin- people in. 'hey first
thawed out the chile, removed the alligator tooth, bandased the hole
and used the infant as a door stop until he was 0ld enou;h to do ilore
useful work. Secure in the Potala, the youns Zartan Jrew to naniood.
slon; the way, he was initiated into the gentle arts of Lun; u,
“hasa Sutra and Petit Point enbroidery. OCn the side, e was detailed
to thie task of spinning the hand-operated prayer whecls. ©vajy aiter
¢ay, his brawny back would bend, his sinewy sinews would strain until
tley stood out like wire hawsers. Then, with a final ninshty effort,
vet anothier wheel would spin madly into action. Prayers would shoot
heavenwards like nachine-jun bullets, and Zartan's victory call of,

l000U e +0004 e+ .000eeeyYy ¢1' would richocliet round the pillars of the
Botala, and its harmninics would shatter the Dalai Lama's bhest china.

It was a haphy life for the lad Zartan (if not for the Dalai
Laia), till one morning after a hectic nisht of Kung Fu, Khaoa Sutra



65 ant a cas: of FPetit Point...disaster struck! Jleary-eyed aund careless,
the foundling son of Jungle Kins Vartaz (and he the son of the brave
Lord L;adcstroke) had just finished settin;; a whole hall full of prayer
vheels into motion (and two dozen tea cups into oblivion) when in caie
the Dalai Lauta..on his Dalai walk. ile toolk one lock at tlie macly
spinning wheels. YZARTAN,...you reincarnation of a crecpin cretin I+
lie screazied in cultured Oxford drawl. You've spun the whole Jamned lot
the wron; way round. It must have unsaid a thousand prayers by now. Get
thee from the Potala, inmediately if not sowmner, or even faster il you
can nana~ce it "

Sadly, Zartan saddled a lons-haired yak and role ois into
the blizzard. Iiis way wound up a narrow nmountain path. Only thec sure-
footedness of the trusty animal saved him from plungin- to his death at
every turn, Finally, he reached a deserted cave. Ile settled therc and
besan a lonely life of meditation., The years crept by, Zartan benan to
tall: to ninmself. llore years, and he be;j;an to talk to the yal:s Still niore
years and the yak hegan to answer bhack. Pretty soon, they were holdin:
lon;; philosophical discussions and had hecome fast and firm friends,
Zarian showed the yak his Khama Sutra, The yak showed Zartan its teccth,
“Then the juun;le foundling fell ill, the lonh-haired creature comforted
hin and fed the delirious Zartan on its fleas, The friendship srew even
stroaser, fow, when Zartan rmentioned Khama -Sutra, the yak sinply turned
its haclze Soth were happye

lMeanwhile, back at the Potala, the Dalai Lama was touchin;
ei; ity (and gettin: no response). Ile decided to throw a party., In a fit
of na nanimity (and because thr ‘prayer wheels had all run down)
decide” to pardon Zartan., A carrier pigeon, suitably equipwved with
snowshoes, was sent out. The faithful creature, flew, walked, and
finally crawled to deliver its message to Zartan before drop»WW dead at
his fect. The gentle Zartan, shed many a tear over it as he coolied the
carcas:; and shared it with his trusty yak before settin: off for tihe
Palace,

Over hill and dale, through hail, snow and bhlizuard the
fajithiful. anlnal staggered finally collapsing exhausted on the Potala
steps - the same steps on which the infant had been placed nany years
earlier. ilonks rushed out, pgrabbed Zartan and hustled hin sinside., ile
was uarmed before a fire, eager hands stripned hime. ilie was wasicd,
anointed uith o0il, plied with exotic foods and given a thousand ile
servicinge Dan01nu girls brushed up his Khama Sutra. HMHusic aad revelry
was at its heizht with Zartan dancing a Highland Fling with the Dalai
Laina. tagiering drunkenly to a cushion he heard a tapping at tie window
hehind hinme Removing his arm from around a dancing girl, Zartan clumsily
winéd a steamed-up pane and peered out into the night. Something loved
in the sloom of the howling blizzard, Zartan opened the window a crack
and neered out. There in the pitiless blast, lcicles hangin ; from iis
matited fur stood the faithful creature which had stood by Zartan throu ™
thick and thin when all others had-forsaked him. Its soft, plaintive
voice could bharely be heard above the storm ...."'Zartan old friead, what
about ne 7%

“3low you yak, I'm all right'', replied Zartan, and slaiied
down the window. —00=0-0=0=0-0m ’

(( .>or earlier ilartaz horrors, see 'llartaz of The Baboons',..:! O
'Return of Martaz'.., ERG 41



Edited by Damon Kadght.

B liilford S-F Writer's Conference was
_ “irst held in 1956 and repeated every
year'81nce. Top writer's imeet and
discuss each other's yarns, This anth-
- ology is composed of no less than 19
e such tales, each with a brief preamble hy its
.t aughor. In ad’ition, Knight contributes a
highly interesting introduction telling the
story of the Hilford Conference.
Of ‘the nineteen, well assorted stories, only
‘two (Sallis and Russ) were below par - and the
other 'seventeen imuch more than made up for them. At
50p, this must be one of, if not the best collection
for value on the market. Buy it for yourself or
for a gift. Either way, you'll not be sorry.

UUTAUT 59 - The Plastic_Hater ~ Pedler & Davis  Pan.!Op

This one has an off-putting title, and gains little from the
anaemic TV programne which sparked it. Hevertheless, once you read far
enousih to get past such preconceptions, it proves to De a rattling good
story in the old 'escalating menace' tradition. A germ cullure mutates
until it can attack all plastics., The result is death and destruction
as it spreads and propagates. Plausingly and excitingly developed (with
the notable exception of an implausible clash with jewel thieves) it has
a sex interest more deftly handled than in most s-f. I thorouzhly
enjoyed this one, and can recomuend it to all lovers of mainline 5-F.,

=i Tlght hearted send up of interstellar dentistry. .

Or, Dillingham is kidnapped by tooth-troubled space voyagers, and
proceeds to drill and f£ill his way around the galaxy as he worlis on
(and in) a variety of alien jawbones in a manner reminiscent of one of
Janes White's 'Sector General' tales...but without the overdrawn
riedical jargon' of that series. Cheerful, funny, fast-moving and
defiantly up-beat. If you like humour in your science fiction, this
is for you. On the other hand, if you are an s & c¢ fuddy-duddy who
wants serious material with a message, pass it overe



;. LOY0:: DRIFT Brian Stableford JJdi.Dent & Sous 22,40

Space pilot Grainger spent two years marooned in the
Talecyon Wrift, a dark nebula cluttered with debris and energy warped
spacc. B2y the time he is rescued, an alien 'wind' parasite has settled
in his brain, Saddled with the cost of his rescue, Grain;er is forced
to talie the job of piloting a new spacecraft back into the drift in
uearca of the legendary 'Lost Star', a trecasure loaded wreclzs To add
to the danger, the search becomes a race against the Caradoc Commnany
which loaded him with the rescue bill. After a rather tediqus opening
vhich sets the stage for Gralnber and his parasite, the story pnicks up
pace. The female element is introduced (though never really for any
real purpose) when his ex crew mate's 'sister helps to crew the new ship
'"he Hooded Swan'. Apart from having named the craft, and piloted it
on Lo maiden voyage, events never satisfactorily explained, she hovers
almost invisibly in the background as Grainger flies the 'Swan! on her
sa;a, They reach the 'Lost Star' after a hazardous flight, including a
suicidal race against another ship. This 1s one of those yaras which
& precis can never do full justice. Once you .get over that first ‘hump

LK)

it will hold your interest until the end.

Tils PLRASAURIANS Robert Wells Sidgwick & Jackson 32.40

Close your eyes until you get past the awlul dusx~

jaclket on this one..you'll be glad you did. -

22nd Century is the scene where Ross Flatcher (a first tine
rejuvenee) is approached secretly by Megahunt. For a cool nillion, they
will. transvort him to their secret island where he can experienece the
thrills of hunting their solar-powered robot dinosaurs. Ross asccepts,
but once on the safari things get complicated. For companions, e
has nulti-rejuvenee, pipe-chewing crackshot Bodee, Illegalhunt have also
taclied a beautiful photographer on tc the party to get action filus.
“he suide, Sternius is sinister, enigmatic, and obviously has a'nrivate
scherie in operation. The action is continuocus and at all times, Tully
credibles The plot may sound trite, but thc way 'ells handles it, it
simply isn't. I found this onec of the most cxciting items of s-I Itve
met in a long time
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“ron 3PHERE come two more in the 'SF Classic' series. ifos.15 & 14,

Toncrm

LiiT OF KIN  ZEric Frank Russell  Sphere 30p (Classic 13)
——————————— Boasting an uncredited cover by Chris Foss (rather like
a oquashed Sunderland flying boat), this is an expanded version of a
1956 story in Asf. Lieutenant Leeming is sent out on a scouting
expedition into alien-~held star territory. He crash lands and is
talien prisoner. To escape, he invente an invisible symbiote wiich he
calls his 'lustace'. This confounds the aliens and leads to Leeming
virtually winning the war on his own. Russell is the only writer I
now wio can skate so glibly through the implausible and malze it sound
like downright common sense. Humourous, fast-moving and always
entertaining. Wekl worth buying if you haven't read it before.

TS L7 _ADAM Stanley G Yeinbaum  Sphere 35p Classic 14)

-Edmond Hall is a rather unsympathetic mutant genius,
ils single brain:-holds two min®s, Unlike most suverman stories, he
has no designs on taking over his world of the early 1900s, being
content to obtain an assured income from a single invention and soue
shrewd stock market deals, Virtually a recluse and a scientific
dilletante, he sets out to examine humanity and falls in love with a
chaildhood friend after seducing her. The remaining half of the book
tells of their bitter-sweet relationship; A brief encounter with
Sarah, a mutant like himself, leaves a son and & very slight hiunt of
future world conquest. This is a work of thought rather than action
and as such quite different frdm the supermen of Jells, Stapledon and
the rest.s Whether it deserves rating a classic, you nust decide for
yourself,

07 RARLY ASIHOV  Vol.2  Isaac Asimov Panther 35p

Twelve stories, plus an Asimov introduction, plus
intersversed vignettes telling how each tale came to »e written.
Personally, I found these historical notes the most interestin; part
oif the volume. Iost of the yarns lean to the action-adventure side
with such props as '"Tonite' guns, Venusian jungles, and rather card
characters. There are a few goodies though.: 'Homo Sal', !'Super
Jeutron' and 'Hot TFinal' still stand up well, : Overall, not as good
as Volume 1, but even so, good value for 35p .

> Y CIiD PIITS HORIZON Robert 4, Heinlein. Panther 35p

This one originally appeared in the 'bed-shecet!
Sstounding of 1942, and shows only the merest trace of the off~-trail
conoepts with which the author set fandom on its ear some years later,
Set in a.mid-21st Century America where war and want has been
eliminated and most men wear side arms to defend their lonour,
(leinlein's state beneift seems a sirons forerunner for liacl leynolds
»asic shares). The hero, Hamilton Felix is a games machine desi mner
and a star-line in the Government genetic programme. Sadly, he is
reluctant to extend his line. However, he becomes an undercover
ajent against an anti-Govermment set; eventually gets the girl and
evenbually, two unusual children. Large slices of Helnleln philosophy
a dash of metaphysics and a trace of reincarnation makes this a good
buy with something for everyone.



l<:>;RlSvljR OF FIRE Zdmund Cooper Hodder & Stoughton 21,95

It is the near future, Vanessa is a 17-ycar-old star
telepath confined with others in a Government institute. “he escanes
a:nd is befriended, then loved by & failed psychiatrist. Also hunting
her, iz the small band of warped Ispers led by a brilliant but half
inad scientist who wishes to use her powers to assassinate the Vrine
Linister. Vanessa is tracked.down by the Pli's agent...a particularly
engaging villain, but she is snatched from his grasp by the otler
setv of hunters., The action is thick and fast enough to paner over the
crac’:s in the cardboard characters, and the plot has plenty of twists
to sustain interest throughout (At one point, even the hero is killed
for a while !).

Edmund Cooper seems well at home with an 52 theue
ai:d handles the permissive dialogue (mandatory in most modern novels)
deftly and without the ostentation of so many authors. ies»nite the
rather stereotyped characters and unembitious plot, , I enjoyed this
one, It moves along nicely, has no bPFfing philosophical sidetracl:s
and nmakes good if not great reading.

Vi Pilus OF THE EYZXE Harlan Ellison . Panther >5»

It seems mandatory for the jacket blurd ol any
slarlan £llison book to say how €xplosive, abrasive, irritating, etce.,
etcs, the writer is. Why this should be considered favourable to
sales, I'm not too sure, but this collection is no exception. Once
inside, the author explains that the twelve stories come froi1 the
latter half of a Stateside enthology called, 'Alone Against Tomorrow!,
As you might expect, the tales are wide ranging, amd have (mainly)
rather horrednous themes - frequently downbeat. Often, I suspect that
“1lison himself didn't know wherethe stories were going when he set off.
l'evertheless, they are different, entertaining, and never dull,

5 aRLY ASIMOV (Volume 3) Isaac Asimov Panther 4On
———————————————— The third (and final ?) book in the series, with the
saic formula of an Asimov introduction and historical reminiscences to
point up the six stories and one (Thiotimoline) article. "“he stories
are, ‘'Author, Author', Death Sentence', 'Blind Alley', 'io Connection'
IThe Red "ueen's Race'.and 'Mother Zarth'. Two points stand out.
Asimov's (understandable) leaning towards chemistry, and less predict-
ably, his penchant for using psychologists in his stories, .. foible
also evident in the Boundation series, and with Dr, Calvin of the

robot yarns. In this particular collection, the tales are better and
more neatly constructed., As a bonus, you also get an Appendix listing
the 00 stories of the Campbel.era, Definitely the best buy of the three.

T .3 _GODS_THEMSELVIS Isaac Asimov Panthee LOp
SEEEmEEETmEm T This Nebula and Hugo Award winner, first asneared
(insanely) as a three part serial shared between Galaxy and If, so I
was glad to read it here in full, Simply told, contact is made with
a warallel universe and a power interchange set up via an !'.Jlectron
Dump!. 111 opposition to this is mercilessly squashed. & lovely
section is set in the para-universe with one of the best alien sex
(and self abuse) sequences I've ever met, Finally, the discrcdited
scientist emigrates to the moon, and comes up with a new slant on
tiiec problem. Without doubt, one of Asimov's best, gripyping, well
told, and deserving of its awards,



|

#rou Coronet comes a 'Science Fiction Galaxy' of twelve papcrbacks, all
with excellent covers, many by Chris Foss. Sadly, t'e lack of a credit
line prevents 1007 identification. I wish publishers (hint) would note
that s-f readers are also interested in the cover artists.

$5ix of the title are by Ldmund Cooper = who gets as much sex into one
tale as you'll find in a year's reading of the mainstream najazines.

$.:002850 IF THE 3KY (30p) 16 people are spirited away and awalke to
fin¢ tuemselves installed in a vivarium along with other groups. They
explore, meet, and escape through a 'force wall' and confront their
alien captors before the secret is revealed.

PIV B0 TIELVE (35p) Dion Tuern is a noncodformist in a woman doninated
society. A 'dom' chooses him as her squire and he satisfies hoth her
necds and those of the host mother she hires...until he is iricked
into as assinating the Queen.

(HiC 113505 MEN ? (35p) Lesbians rule 3ritain, parthogenetic birth'is SOP,
and isxterminators hunt out the remaining men. One of then,Rura, is
causht and mass-raped while hunting, and this changes her viewpoint
so that she changes sides.,

0579 (30p)  Four humans and four aliens are snatched and set down
oir a siall island on a strange planet. The scheme is a kinz-sized
antitude test set by Galactic intelligences.

Ti') L. 8% CONTINENT (25p) Wegroes have colonised lars, whilé vyhites
re2in on Zargh, and sink into near-barbarism. Then a 3lacl: ship
cones visiting after a thousand years and friction appears.

1003 UrCORTAIN MIDNIGHT {25p) John Markham accidentally deep-ircezes
for 150 years and awakes to a Britain gradually being talken over by

aundroids..and he becomes the central figure of the resistance.

After the Coopers come two Damon Knight antholcgies :-

L ;X0i; X (36p) This one contains the two excellent yarns, !leinlein's

I're uian ho Sold The Moon', and Kornbluth's prophetic, 'lhe ::arching
i.orounst An excellent and contrastinz pair.

ELSEWHERE %13 (35p). This one boasts three novellas, 'Fiddler’s Creea!
by ichard McKenna, 'The Ugly Little Doy' by Isaac Asimov, and 'The

"M

Laliva Tree' by Drian Aldiss. Cnough variety for anyone.

s

Leo . llelley has a trio which provide more off-beat sex than a ilhoama

Surra anthology...

9" T S0 OF MURPH (35p) Post A-war tribes worship iurph, a conputer
sutlet, and make all their decisions hy coin-tossing. Then Lankh
learns how to programme the output.

T AT TROM MAYBE (35p) A sleeper awalkes to a world of rohot simulac-
runs. fie rambles through an incoherent countryside h :.ving fun..and sex.

MY AL R (35p) Fornication around the spacelanes by flesh-peddling
Captain Shannon and his crew as they raid for, and then sell, body
cells., A

LT you like 'spicy' or 'racy' tales, try the above three...but i you

want 5-7, then Kelley isn't your man,. Far, far better, is tne f{inal

yarn in the series from the pen of Poul Anderson...

i, DT RLDER (35p) The 21st Century, and an alien starship has orbited
sartl: for three years and all com:unication attempts have fajled,.,
then two people find a way. Various power blocs scheme to taize over
and grab any technological spin~-off -for their own ends. Gripniag
and nlausible s-f right down the main line,
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& UG~1li) HONSTERS Ed. by A. Cheethan Panther L0p

This is the pocket-book version of Sid wick &
Jaclison's excellent ten-tale anthology where each story is based on
soine fora of alien (NOT necessarily a BEM) 1Identical with the vparent-
volumne, rizht down to the 'A.E,VanVoight' credit. A zood selection,
with tales ranging from the 'Uar of the YWorlds' radio script, “rown's
surerh, 'Arena' and many others equally good...only 'Dance of "he
Chan:;er and the Three' lowering the standard. A good buy.,

;rOJ ARRCOY comes an excellent L-volume set on James Dlish's 'Cities In
isht' series detailing the Ckie saga :-

_;“J¢ S..LY, HAVE STARS (hOp) Not strictly Okie, but the sta;e-settin:;
tale where the anti-agathic 1mmorta11 2y drugs

are developed, and way out on (or near) Juplter, the ice brloue is

built and the spindizzy makes its first apnearance as a spacedrive,

A TIF FOR TIE STARS (35p) Sixteen-year-old Chris is press-;anged
aboard Scranton city at its maiden fli;4u, tien

transierred to New York, where by hard work and ability, he winds up as

city manager. Slanted to the juvenile market, but still a zocd yarn.

ST

ST CCHME HOME (40p) Amalfi's city makes a final landing on a

priesthood-run slave planet. The ruling sect
plans to take over New York, but Amalfi deposes them by educatin; the
slaves, and foundhy,aNew Sarth,

L CLASY OF CYMBALS (35p) The wandering planet He returns with news

of the end of the universe. Ixperiments confirm
their story, and Amalfi heads up a team which explores possibilities
as thinss wind to the end,

Vi SULT (20WS COLD Howard Berk Panther LOp

A prisoner-patient in a multi-level hospital
complex finds he is further advanced than others in his ;roup, so starts
to revel in an effort to find why he is being treated, alon: with
hundreds of others. All are being rehabilitated from insanity and
armesia, A gripwing, well-written story even if the denouement doesn't
guite jibe with - or live up tc, the rest of the story.

.0 .0 OF ALE,. VanVogt. Sphere (0p

Thirteen stories ranging from the early 0s
risht up to 1968 - with a bibliography thrown in. 3adly, VanVogt's
first (and greatest ?) tale, 'Black Destroyer' isn't here, but we do
et a host of other goodies in the 437 jam-packed pages. !The lionster!
is here, as is ‘'Juggernaut', 'Green Forest', 'Weapon Shop' and a host

of others, Without doubt, one of the best bargalns of the ycar,

W SALLG L0 YOU DCUBLE Robert Sheckley Pan 35p

"""""" Sixteen stories in this one, but since they are
shorter, the result is a much slimmer (and not so scintillatin:)
collections For the first two-thirds of the book, Sheckley serves up
soime of his best, tongue-in-cheek whimsy. He takes a whaclky premise
and follows it logically..and dellwhtfully. Unhapoily, thhe final third
of the book tapers off a lot., £Lven so, Sheckley is seldonm bad, and
you'll not regret buying this onec.
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Sk Thomas Ii Disch sphere 40w D)

The title refers to the monolithic dwelling blocl: which
ntouses the various characters appearing in the story. HNo central thene,
wut a2 slow drifting look at the lives and incidents thercin of the
Jeople brought on stage. The time - is 2027, the city, an overmopulated
ilew Yorlkt, The life is the sweaty, sleazy, get-off-my-back one where
drugs are cowion, and so arethe unimaginative four letter words which
wesprinkle most conversations. You uight like it,.

=

07 LASSERIS OF CHAOS Colin l. Kapp Panther ZUp

- - e

{

Good o0ld space opera which grips and holds you ri;ht through.
Sron is an aent with an implanted line back to his H}, as he is
infiltrated into the ranks of the Destroyers to locate their ho.ie hase,
e succeeds, but only to uncover that the real enemy cones Ifrom liessier
31, and can forecast the fature exceedingly accurately. Action piles
nisgier and he leads the combined fleets of Zarth and the Destroyers
apedinst the aliens. One of the best space opera itmes in a lon; tiie,

Lo I0LDS  Vola1. Clark Ashton Smith Pantier 355

Ten tales of horror, fantasy and strange hapvenings. In three
sections, the first two of which, set in the lost worlds of :thique
are Lntih powerful and beautiful. The more modern, third section loses by
contrast., Smith selects his words with care and assembles them far more
delicately thRR Lovecraft eéver did to produce o delightful collection.

-- 1lewW space-opera series is being published by Pan, at 40p cache Uritten
by Yen iiorgan and John Kippax, two titles have appeared so Tar.:. Tke
tales centre around the adventures of the starshlp, Vcnturer 12, aad 1t_
appears that a lurking alien menace, 'The Kilroyst is to-be brought
vracually into greater and ‘greater importance as a continuiag NEeNAaCEe s s

JBUULDER OF STARS - Venturer 12 is being completed in this tale and the
o chief crew members chosen (and hag led over) by the
selecting board., Lioutenant Commander DBruce bregks off a love ailair
with his slecping partner, then is forced to kill a ship load of
ocolonists in order to save the lives of thousands. The question is
whetlier or not this will prevent his commanding ¥-12. The alien hilroys
have a minor part though their atrocities have a key offegt.

5450 Cx 'PHE STARS s with book 1, this starts with the two main

T characters naked in bed....and they get bacl there in

various permutations a bit morc often., Venturer 12 comes to iepler III
to find if shec is now rcady for home rule., The .isiatic colonists have

a problent (the incidence of monster births is rising) whiclh they try to
conccal. However two crew members desert so that the woman can have

her baby. The man discovers the causc of the mntants, and the Kilroys
actually tako an active part in the action
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Alory PRaras

I begin by saying that, if Asimov's
Laws of Robotlcs are true then we have no robots as such at the
present time, because whatever we are pleased to term robot can be
turned agalnst any or all of us. So I beg to propound some laws
of my own:-
(1) A robot 1s any device which can duplicate or extend any action
of which a human being is capable,
(2) A robot 1s only capable of performing (1) when it has been
programmed by a human belng. It 1s incapable of any actilon
for whilch it has not been programmed,
(3) A robot 1s completely neutral, and subject only to the
desires of 1ts programmer,
There are a lot of other laws that can be thought up, but in
general a robot without a human programmer is only a piece of

mixed matarial construction. But let us consider the above laws,
or perhaps axioms would Le 8 bebbowr wouiru, Lu wuiu UuLusie

. Duplication or extention of
a human action. A4 man can pick up a plece of rock weighing a
pound or so, a robot can pick up a plece welghing hundreds of
pounds. 4 man can hamd-frank a letter, a machlne can frank many
letters in the same period. We could go on, but there 1s not
one action done by a machine that in perhaps a lesser way could
not be done by a human.

A robot must be programmed before
any action is possible., Even the so-called self-repairing and
self generating robots have to be programmed. Even in the future,
when , perhaps, telepathic amplifiers take the place of switches
and other controls a robot will st:1ll have to be programmed to
perform any action, although a very sophisticated robot may
only require to briefest of lnstructions to achieve a most
complicated assignment. )
L robot 1s neutral. It may be
programmed to hold an opinion or give a decision, but the
programming 1s the personal cholce of the programmer. '

I have carefully thought over
the above and am unable to find any excevotions to 1t, that, by
careful analysis cannot be made to conform to the principles
laild down.,

In the light of this let us talk
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about robots consider them 1n more detarl.Perhap- sad, but !
certainly true, is that the heiglt of a civilisation 1s proportional
to the laziness of 1ts inhabitants, for, it is obvious that as
more ard more work 1s done by machines, so pecople will have more
opportunities for being lazy. The sole cobject of the building of
a robot should be to make things better for mankind., If it were
feasible I would suggest some other word but robot for a machine %
that doesn'!t make things better for everyone. How about Malmech?
Now the design of any robot has
certain essential parameters, and the first is, is it necessary
universally? For instance my sister 1likes washing and ironing,
but hates coocking. So a robot that would cook would be a blessing
to hor. I am just the reverse, hence a robot for washing and
ironing would be what I recuireo But 1t can be agreed that any
robot that removes drudgery is worthwhile, but unfortunately
to get the best out of , say, a housecleaning robot, a house
would have to be designed around i1t, and there complications
set in.Hence, the creation of computers, for exampls, neceasitated
the creation of bulldings of superb cleanliness, even
temperatures had to be malntained and the air had to be most
scrupulously conditioned. Fortunately computers are now a little
more rugged and excepting in the major terminal bulldings don'!t
have to be specialTy constructed to house them. So we come to
another thing. & universally necessary robot must be rugged,
because it 1s natural for the finding out process in humans,
and especially the young, to take a destructive form and it 1s
often quite easy for mishandling to turn a robot into a Malmech,
So, unlversal need, ruggedness, what next? Well of course
convenilencoe, In early days vacuum cleaners nceded two men and
a boy to operate them, now they can be put in any odd corner. So
in design natural evolution must be taken into account. There
is a final parameter, ignored by big Vompanﬂes and governments,
and that is cost.The price of big computers is staggering, in
fact most people just ront them, which has the drawback that if
nythling goes wrong someone outsmde the department has to be
called 1n, and invasion of privacy takos place. So we have’
then the main paramceters for a new robot, nced, ruggedness,
convenience and cost.
The usas of robots are not
always transparently obvious at first. For example it may be
obviously desirable to have a robot that will trundle its way




‘()over difficult and dangerous terra.n, cishor on Harvn or in
space and bring back a complete report of what ik encountered.
It is not so obvious to have a robot trundling about a cilty
reporting on roads needing repairs, or bad pavements, or even
inconvienient arrngements of traffic. Such a machine would be
linked in with a city computer which would assign repairs in
order of priority.

Robots in fiction almost always
fall flat, at least to me. Asimov sets out his Laws of Robotics
and immediatoely proceeds to write very ingenious stories in which
they are contravened, Frankenstein's monster has unfortunately
become a folk mythos, and has put back progress in robot
contruction for years, and generated an unfounded suspicion at
the mention of robots. If people could only redlise that it is
not the computoer that sends some 0ld age pensioner a bill for
two thousand pounds for a quarteris gas, but some mini-skirted
addle-pated dolly who rattles away at the keyboard with her mind
fi1lled with the latest long-haired howler and not conecentration
on what 1s a most important mattér. For example I had a colossal
electric billl last gquarter which, on querying was found to have
been incorrectly entered.

But in general thesec are
all teething troubles, and I foeel pretty ccertain that in due
course we will have self-correcting computers that sing out
when a transparently obvious mistake is made. We can look forward
to a much better world whore tho working week will steadily
shrink to nothing, while wages will riso continuously in
buying power, for 1t makes economic sense to keep robcts busy,
in case thoy got into mischief and start-taking over the world!
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- ~\fT(B61n” excerpts from the
ot ““letters 6f Bd Cagle, of Leon,
ﬂ»* s Kan&as. Hltherto unpublished, and likely to

h
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St det remain that way...which would be a shame.)))

"Your household experiences reminded me of my wife's father,
who sells, services and puts up TV antennae and other related gear, and
whose manner when attacking an antenna erection project is somewhatsess
slapdash, By virtue of begging, threats and sometimes bribery (cuite
often a Dhottle of expensive booze), Tom used to wheedle me into helping
him do some of his more horrendous chores.,

One blistering hot August afternoon I was just hauling ny
'dozer to the yard after finishing a miserable few miles of terraces,
and anticipating a tall cold drink and a lot of lolling in a haaock,
Into the street dashes Tom, idiotically running in front of about
40,000 pounds of rolling iron, rubber, dirt, diesel fuel and assorted
other matter, demanding that I stop. Which lucklly I was able to do, in
a cloud of dust, a jet-like hiss of air brakes and a squeal of rubher.
This happened directly in the centre of Leon, in view of several
bystanders who got to hear me call my father-in-law a 'crazy sonuvabitch'
- You was not insulted, and launched into a mournful harangue whose intent

was to et me to help him with an antenna job. I sugpested he attempt
self-intercourse at first - then gave in to a bribe of cool tasty drink,

L5 minutes and 30 miles later we were looking up at a
snindly, 50 foot tower, upon which was fastened a ratty antenna. ¥y now
fortified internally, we went to work; Tom got on the roof of the house,
and with a rope tied to the tower attempted to lower it, after I cut it
loose “relow a pivot at the hottom. CRASH ! Owner emerges fron house,
looks at tangled mass of former tower, and expresses certain reservat-
ions anout its ability to suppont a sparrow, let alone a TV aerial., I
distinctly heard Tom explain how the tower had bLeen disrupting the
ground wave, and was better off thrown away anyway. o s olil,

So we erect a roof-peak mounted, 10 foot aluminium pole with
aerial attached and lead-in wire strung and fastened securely across the
roof and down the side of the house, and were about to run tie wire
alonieide the screen into the house when the owner suddenly decides he
wants the thing to come out of a wall outlet. Tom turns purnle, arzues
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velieniently, but cannot sway the man. He then goes and gets a drill from
his truck, chucks a FOUR FOCT LONG, 578" Dbit, and with all the nmotiions of
a rainoceros charging an elephant, rams a hole through the wall oI the
housc...at randomu! Owner's eyes get larpger than usual, and he vanishes
into the house, Tom turns to me, ".Jhat the hell, did he have his old lady
tied to the wall in there or something ?", and then in an ofihand way he
lool:s ar the drill bit for evidence of blood. IHe sees none. I :ove away
to tne truck in search of a cold drink. In so doing, I pass by the back
door, under which is emerging a healthy strcam of water. I caryr: oun to
ti:e truclt and make a strong drink., TFrom my perch, I observe <the owner
and Yom @n animated conversation...something about the vulneralhility of
covper vater pipes, a priceless photograph, and the hack of a IV set. They
ha'n't got around to the effects of water on a rug. On the way hoie,
Yor: said¢ he hadn't made much on that job.///

//

Tom and I built many electronic gadgets. One I enjoyed quite
a lot, was a transmitting and recieving device attached to a do:; collar
and linlked to a shock mechanism. It was quite useful in trainin hunting
doss, You shout, '"Stop, you bastard’, and when he doesn't, you push the
button. rThis shocks the dog and reninds him that to obey is hetter than
setting it in the neck. It worked well in most cases, but one man was very
unset when, after using it on his dog, found himself with a dos who when
comnanded, would howl and race back to cower Letween his le:;s., I think
either Wowm or I sugrested he give up hunting and join a circus with a dog
act, ~nother project was hegun to scare rablits and birds away from ny
sarden. This involved a timer, and miniature recorder and a lar e sncaker.
The ohrject Yeing for the device to emit loud and unusual souids and
frihten away the pests. It worked fine and caused no problews for a tine,
sut ti:en Tom and I while sipping something one evening, decided to change
the auplified sounds. We did...and a number of the neighlours ohjected to
lions roaring and trains whistling and Jeannette hiacDonald and ..elson Lddy
siin din:, 'Indian Love 7=211' all night long...but it sure kent tiic ovossuns
away from my melons. cActually, I think the real problem started waen
sophie Schaeffer, and eldérly widow, who was a neighbour an! otherwise
quite calm and collected, called our neighbourhood constable from his Led
one night at2am and somewhat hysterically requested that he remove a lion
fro:1 her back yard.

Hilarious episode. I knew the constable gquite well..even drank
with i and did nice things for him - like turning on the fire hydrants.
f han ened to e sitting out in the back yard and saw the constable arrive.
Chet told me that old lady Schaeffer was hearing things again, and I to
his doubtful amusement azrecd it was so. Fortunately, the next blaring
eruptlon was the lion, and for some ninutes, Chet was somewhat silent and
watciful. He forgave me in time, but never 4id suile mucih when L net hin
on the gtreet and asked him if he hal maught any lions lately. .Is a matter
of fact, I think my badgering him had something to do with ny unusually
Lixh water bills thereafter. Chet having several city jobs (all of thenm),
read the water meters each nonth and also made out the bills, Adter all,
a water 3ill that jumps from 4 dollars a month to 25 dollars is cnough to

falle anyone susplcious.

Must quite now, Terry, ieep your chin up, avoid lov lints and
maiie sure the air can circulate freely in your knickers.
- Cheers, DD

==00==00==00==00==00==



({With Ergitorial interjections marked thusM
We open with someone who isn't Gray Boal:

Grahan Poole

) ¥t v LY.
5% Russet Ro liany thanks for your latest G (47)

The only point of criticisn I can

Cheltenham make is that I managed to read it in
Glos. half an hour &S ;ead slower and
GLS 1 7:{41‘] n O =/ D0 D il

masticate each eyeful twenty tines(3
Ihe cover was a typical Jeevesian nleasant looking illo. '0il ‘le Seeing
You', 1li;ht and not very memorable., 'Drousht and Vater' An odd thins to
be souing in BRG, but both of interest as they touched on (a) Things I
Did iot Lnow (Drought) or (b) Humour (Water). 'Sword & Sorcery' seeciied
Oils and finally the part I've heen waiting for for years - 'Stencils',
raybe at last I'll learn a little more ahout the practicalities of

du .licavings. Of course I could o to the library and get a bock out on
the subject { You couldn't,..I've tried..the subject isn't even in the
catalosuess.although my checklkst of Astounding is..Part 3 still in
print at 50p (Advt,).)-) That wouldn't be the same thing would it...all
technical without any fannish hints and remarks. I've said it Lefore,
it's a pity you can't go more deeply into the many subjects you've
touched upon in ERG and this would Le my main complaint .of it & I try
to avoid run ing on too long..it c-n get boring. Say what is needed and
then move on, is how I like to do it2) Still, you come out with an ish.
every threc months which is more than some people do (althoush I would
defend Ian maule's good name by pointing out that he was busy helping

to orcanise and run an extremely good convention., { Very true, and I
for one wouldn't blame him for not pubbhing...but how about a .I'T man
who sits on your subs 2%}

And nouv for a few words from one of fandom's staunchest characters, oane
of iy oldest friends, and a ghood man to boot (also co-author of ¥Yseult.

flan Surns

5 3oldspinlkk Lane “Many thanks for ERG 47. As usual up to standard.
Tewcastle on Tyne Dut Oh Terry, when are you goin: to shed your
IS PP fixation for the beautifully streamlined spacesiips

of the 30's., You may argue they are that way for
nurposes of atmospheric navigation, but if so what are they doing nipring
round Saturn, No, read your Analog, spaceships are unlovely structures
of nods and girders. &£( Just fancy all those idiots at th¢ Cane still
desi nins Saturn rockets along lines of the 30'se. DMugs, all of e,
However, you overlook one little point. Until we build such ships in
.space they need to navigate Earth's air blanket..hence the streamlininzg.
.5 Tor those on my cover..they aren't from Zarth at all, they are the
first tuo Saturnian ships to rcach snace...nyaaah)» 'Tales Fro: Thes..
¥ot had at all, tho' you made heavy going of the various puns ceitce SHut
youl!l hLe the first to admit you were no Arthur C Clarkece. John J
ilderson's letter makes me sadly shake my head and wonder why a little
money isn't spread around to stop a lot of disaster. Simple catchment
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arcas don't cost much and save a lot of flooding &( True, but try to tell
that to Governments. Take India, Fanmine, disaster and foreign aid, time
and tinme again (blankets and shoes fron the last lot are still rottln" at
Ieathrow, cos Pakistani Air Lines forgot to load 'em) but where does their
*onc\ ;0 ?? On supersonic planes for their Air Force, and on atonic
om.se “hey depend on nmugs at home to parade, march and raise lolly for
them} The Cagle Chronicles demand that you lay your hands on nore (& In
tais issue, you get your wish)® .

ind via Pony Zxpress (in bottom gear) comes a delayed LOC on "¢ L3 from,

Jin Ifenned i . ' -

S hennedy "I enjoyed ERG 43 a great deal. The use of colour
1059 & Tairfield . . " : :
o inside was very unusual and effective; nlcase continue
i.esa . e e ey Cpos .
rizona 05203 to use it...if it isn't too dafficult you might try

7 - mixing red and black as on that bee-you--tee-ful cover,
(l.).--.

but if you have to go through the horrible couplicated
nrocess of changing ink and so forth, well.... ((Yes, I do. iiormally, I
run all. the black stencils, then change skins and rollers, uipe druwus
clean, and then run all the red stencils. I leave the macnine set up for
red, and then the next issue, start with the red stencils, finally going
hacl: to baack. It saves little work, but not much))) I'ye a fecling we
wouldn't see eve to eye on the 'permissive society', but iis nice %to see
thal we share (aside from fmz publishing) a condon hobhy in filn-waliinge.
Ctherwice, the most interesting thing about 'my first *~ritish fa .zine' was
the fact that it is Sritish. (((Complete with stiff upper lip ) ) The
.n;;lish of Ingland isn't as different from the 3nszlish of :ierica as some
tr- to tell me...you use 'lolly!', I assume, for money, and ktine'! for
tmoney's (({ Better avoid calling a donkey and 'ass' thou . hadntt I 2
and the Norfolk 'Broads' over here are NOT local ladies of easy virtue)))
I've beon too long away from Lewis Carroll to really understand !Ned
uecn's Hate'. 'Supersoggy' was delizhtful..and hand cut 7 ((Yes )))

((( Jim also sends news of an CSFFA change of leadership, plus ‘rizona's
first 3-F Convention, to be put on by O0SFFA (Just what is 057 ., Jim ?)
but the news came by the same route as: the above LOC..and the Con was
held over the weekend of June 29th....Hope you all had fun)))

Pranz T, Dalazs

15 ti-n St 11 really liked the cover of No. 46 with the Sozgy
ro»oﬁ—01-d&dson spaceman. 1:aule Disposal Unit 1ndeed I Ity almost

LT, 10520 afraid to ask what the Cagle Unit does (It Ca les

U:S.i. of coursel). Permit me soile rank weneral*saulon

(((Don't pull rank here chum)) on the articles in 472,

Y fouand <lan Burns' piece rather humourocus and look forward to nore

stuff in the same vein,artery, heart ((You mean blood ?7))) ‘'!he si8&
artlcle in Yol.47 wasn't had, but... I strongly doubt his assertion

that there are more plots to be found in sis than s-f (i too»)’T asree
that the field is not nearly as limited as present dogma insists, that
writers are simply not adding anything new hecause of lack of tlought aad
preparation =- viewing it as another hack field, along with space-opera.
Loo: at “ritz Leiber! But no one else seems to have taken up his sort of
sis like everyone copies Howard. I would contend that Leiber is a much
hetter writer, Liked the stencil article and lock forward to more., Your
exa.'ples were welcome. Ditto. and Danda are both strange names ((sanda
comes I{rom 'Block & Anderson)))

Sorry to crop Frank, but space is tight this issue, J
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Cuthing_Stencils

. Tynin:; material onto a stencil is a fairly
straisitforward process, but nevertheless, there are a few tins which
coi:e in handy. ¥irst, and most inportant, move the ribbon chanre
lever tec 'stencil', lf your nachine lacks this facility, then renove
the rib on from the machine. If you try to type throush the riblon

as in normal typing, the result will be a fuzzy, badly cut’', illezible

T2 RIT BKE STHHCIL

tencilessslike this. E S N T A AT S FEIN

“he next step is to insert a stencil in your typewriter, Towadays
nost stencils come with carbons attached. If not, it is a ~ood plan to
insert a carbon sheet, [ooey side up, between stencil and backin:; sheet,
“hen typin;, the reverse sided carbon will take the place of a rillion
and show you what you are typin:;. Some typists also like to insert a
chin sheet of '"pliofili' below the carbon to 7ive a clearer cut to the
tynefaces Incidentally, if you plan to use illustrations, it is bhetter
to 1i :tly pencil in the outline area of the illo hefore cuttin; the
typed material, and then cut the illo properly after doin:: the ty»ing.
‘This hag two aGVdnta"ea..tho pencil outline tells you where to ston
tyonin:;e Cutting the stencil by hand is tedious, and the typer is likely
to mangle a delicately cut one...so et the typinm done first anc then
the danser of a boolb is mininised,

Cnce you're satlsfied that all is well (and tedious as it sounds,
it so~n heconles second nature), you can hapupily type away at vour top
rate of knots..but do try to keep your touch staccato, and as even as
p0031)1e...a point where two-finger typists come out ahead, It is also
a _ocd plan to clean the keys rejularly, as.a waxy deposit aOOﬁ hullds
un and nars the clarity of the cutting. Then of cturse comes that
siatieorin . moment when you make an error. It may U Ly
letter,.or even an incorrect sentence. You can of course sinply do
asz I oiten do, an¢ lazily bacl: space and type over the error ...like 80.
n txc otlter hand, this looks nmessy, and this is where 'corflu'! coiies in.

. TRDOECTIONS . . . . . .
e -:£E======= Correctins fluid ('corflu') cones in re:s or white

consistency, personally, I prefer the red as it is more obvious wiere
it has Leen used..and it can be used for stencil marking as well. The
1icuidé has a quick-drying base, and at a pinch, you can even use tie
wife's nail varnish - but please, don't just slap it on anyhou - unless
you lilte wmessy results. The correct technique goes like this :-
1 0l stencil up clear of platen, support it on a firm suriace such
as a ruler, cr strip of hard plastic. Gently burnish over the
error to close up the fibres and wax as wuuch as possible hefore
anp-ying corflu,
2. Tasert a pencil or similar object hetween stencil and carbon To lift
tiie two apart and so prevent sticking caused by seep tharou: . of

corilu,
%e ine corflu bursh as you withdraw it from hottle, and lightly brush
corflu over the mistake. Allow to dry, then type in the

. correction. Here are two samples. The first 'blobby' the other
done lightly.
. 833cpPbbbbbbbegseg g5eeggshoobbblggesass
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a hand-cut stencil. A quick glance at the work of masters such as Addde
Jones, or Jii Cawthorn, will soon confirnm this, I don't wish to stand

up alongside such giants of the art, but simply to pass along ny owun ideas
aand nethods in the hope that others will find them of use. If you lnou a
diflerent (and better) method, mo right ahead and use it...but please, do
write and tell me all about it, !

There are talented people around who can niclt un a
stylus and proceed to draw a heautiful illustration straight on to stencil.
Jad¢ to say, L'm not one of them. Generally, I start off by makin; a rough
layout s'ietch first., Once satisfied with that, I add the elaboration at
the cutiin, stage directly on the stencil.. which is why hand cut stencils
aren't elijible for the licIntyre Award,..the rules ask for originals, and
in wost cases there just aren't any!

Rough sketch, or detailed illo, somehow the thin: has
to e transferred to stencil. Vhich brings us to the light hoi. Gestetner
used to mariet one under the name of ‘'Mimeoscope'. I actually bouzht one
of these monstirosities at the '57 Yorldon, and haven't used the clLunsy
thing yet, I did get as far as setting it up, but the bother and the
sheer inconvenience of using it, pnut me right off, However, if you want
to mal.c one (and there is no need to have the fancy swivelling unner
section of the Gestetner job) theh all you need is a sheet of glass,

sometnlny to tilt it to a suitable angle, and a light scurce Leneath,

Py -
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In use, the stencil is 1aid on the glass with the
haclzin: sheet hanging down the back cut of the way. The il'o to be
conied is laid beneath the stencil, face upwards, and the 1izsht switched
ol a2t this point you can either use the lubber's way, or oress on the
riore tedious, but better route. Let's look at the lubber first.

T LALY LUSIER takes a stylus, and proceeds to cut over every line of
the ori inal which now shows clearly with a strong backlight. The ethod
is specdy, but has two built in drawbacks, first, the stylus work will
ruin the original artwork. Second, bhecause drawing paper is no stand-in
Tor a proper backing sheet, the resulting cutting will be voorly derined,
Ilowever, if your original is a very simple line-drawing; Yyou are ii &

hurry, aid your standards are low, then the lubber's way is ol Yol
and it does have the merit that even a poorly illustrated Tanzine has
cenerally got more eye-appeal than a plain mas$ of print,



' o Let's suppose that you want to produce better quality work
caan toat produced by the lubber's way., A fair assumption, otheruise you
wouldn't have read this far, With the illo on the light box, talke a 29
pencil, and lightly pencil in as much of the original art as you think
you wrill need when you start the cutting (the nmore you put in, the nearer

your cutting will approximate to the original), If you havean't ot a
&L A . - Q o Q Q 9 .
Loat ok, you can still trace in the main lines fairly easily, which I
1 b . s N - - . . Y

do wien transferring a finished crawing. «».but there are other ways.

L QA0 FOOTE o .o . o
Do GAS0N LITHCD.,  Simply lay a sheet of carbon, face down, oa tie

stencil., Lay the illo, face up on top of this, and
tien use a Jdried-up ball pen to go over the illo
Wit a firm hand. Cn conpleting the tracin, you

can remove illo and carbon, to leave a clear «
outline of the drawing all ready to cut, Lacking,<f;§’
carhon paper, the same effect can be achieved by RN d
scrin ling over the back of the illustration with
a scft (23 or softer) pencil, an! then usin: the
driled up Hall-pen., iZither nethod is sinple to
use, Hut both tend to damage the original artwork
slis tly.

Wl DULISITHG LETHCD I lay out nmy rough using a very soft peneil, and
20 over the key lines fairly heavily to ensure they are liberally laden
with graphite. Then I simply turn theé rou_h
over, lay it in place on the stencil, and rudb
/(ijﬁ\\\\\\ back and forth over the rear side using tue
S rE handle of a spoon, or the doited cap of a hall-
pen. Lifi the edjpes from time to tire until
you are sure that all the key lines have been
transferred to your stencil, and then you can
remove the rough and pencil. in any further
layout lines, The snag with this systen is
that 1T avtomatically reverses the drawing onto stencil...but in soue
c as when a pair of matching drawin;s is needed, it can prove

ine.

nethod) a neatly laid out rawing on your stencil. The noment of
s at hand, you now have to cut it,

k]

ul. .

hever methol you prefer, yvou will now have (unless you went Tor the
3

s ]
<
e

N 5 CLTNG SIDET Please don't start in with the stylus sirai;ht away.
"he bacling sheet of a stencil is too soft to allow the stylus to hite!
sroverly..try it, and the result will be poorly cut, blotchy lines, Jou
need to insert a firmer backing sheet to offer some resistance to the
stylus as it presses out the wax, an? leaves (you hope) the stencil fibres
still more or less intact. In the vast, I have tried a sheet of sand-
blasted zlass - effective, but a bit harsh. Then there was a thin niece
of si1l: cloth stretche? taught over an aluminiuwni plate, - less harsh, but
also less effective., I finally returned to ny first love, a plastic
baclking sheet (thin, flexible plastic) supnlied by Gestetner, I you
have access to Banda supplies, they supply an excellent one in each box
of carbons. Insert this Dbeneath carbon and stencil and away yol 50e.s
provided you have a stylus.
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“COUTTING TOOLS
o b \_J
First -and foremost anon; tiese is
the stylus. You can buy one of these from iliessrs., Gestetner, llonco or a
huadred-and-one other places - and waste your money. iy favourite tool
is an old-fashioned stcecel gramonhone needle, mounted in a discarded hall
pen, and its lethal point smoothly rounded off. This gives a snouth,
clean line with which I turn out 907 of my drawings. To bacl: it un, I
t

use another discarded ball-pen (ziven to me by ZIric Uentcliffe), and
theugh less flexible, gives a thicker, more dranatic line for certain

<!

his

ef’ects. 1 also have a third one, seldom used except for buranishing a
shadin: mat in awkward corners,.again, an old ball-pen, with a suitally
rounded bHit of aluminium rod mounted in the end, The sltetchas belou

give you a far better idea of appearance and results, than imere werds

Noo*
Sall Aluminium
NG
| . #Pen // \///,
G — .
ﬁ S i 4
i Cie

Yo use thier, insert bhacking siheet and carbon beneath stencil, and go
over the nrepared pencil drawing with a firim steady pressure, raw the
strlus, rather than push it, or it will dig in, and use it in a near-
vertical mosition, A little practice will allow you to settle down to
the cutting technique which you like best. nvery so often, hold -
stencil up to the light to see if the lines are cutting pronerly. X
they are, the clear, open cuts in the stencil are easily seen (IT
dou’>T, conpare your results with cutting produced hy a tynewriter)
Do not try to cut lines too closely
togetiiers If you do, the stencil will 'drag'
and tear, You may be ahle to bodre it with
corilu, but the result will show. ''here
several lines mect, cut TO the point, not
awa; frou it, or here again, tearing will
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0 carhon Dacliing
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Inecorrect Coriect ' . . .
€ Q 1 & In the illustration siowin - hou

f=§ :iéﬁ ' to insert a backing sheet and
i 8
\ ' /ﬁh\ carbon, you can see an arrov
pointing on to the shaded carbon,

"1ways cut the line (arrow) first, and then shade over it, the reverse
process will result in a torn stencil.

trlus work out of the way, it is now time tec add snecial erXfects such
s shading tints, wheel-pen work and the lilke,

IR
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22ALIAN_NENSLETTER. ,2 <0
T TTTTTTTTTTT T The grass grows highest round the house where
ie sncep are not allowed to cat it because they prefer the Ifruit
ecs, and you don't let them in, So, last November, I did what most
of us do, burnt a fire-break.

Zxcept that things went wrong

[ 2%

| 1[— I was of course, alonec. There is soumetivin; else T
ought to explain., My property borders what is
regarded as a fairly busy road.

r‘(::/\Ji)(::F? A1l went well for a few minutes. Then there was a
) Ty — puff of wind and I was Tighting to save everything
I had. Iy first thought when I saw that the fire
was away, was to save the house at the e:mense of

; the sheds and grass. DBy the time I had put the fire
/C\ j out on the side that may have spread to tiie house,
L“l the fire was in the long grass and with a wind that
' mysteriously began to blow behind it was naking

‘ speedily towards the sheds. The usual weapon to
i | fight fires here is the lough of a tree, hitting the
I fire in ontp itself,/and of course fi_Atin:; from the
(D) rear and side until the front is narrowed and can be
‘ put out.
[x I stopped the fire along the track between
it and the first shed, but then in an evil =ioment a
L_ gustiof wind carried ‘the ‘flames across /and ulienaced
P the, larzer shed. 1T had to leave the naddocl: burn
r the precious acres of grass, and bhoy were those
: ‘/ﬁ\ acres prnecious, I lamented| their loss all thirough
' P\J the summer and autumn., But the fire did not have a
' I continuous front along the shed,'\bein: brolen by
N concrete, bare earth, and old sleepers, the latter
) later to burn merrllf
! ‘lith ! the sqeds reasonauly secure 1 started
hy e F R tackling\ the, Flre in ﬁhe paddoclk, on [the windward
' side of course. g lready it was about two cﬂaln
ahead of me/ aqd I concentrated oft putiin it out
\ _ frou ghe/back! [/ dlgn't want il tof spre ad,aub any
A ! T 'h  widernk buL the_t mo‘came when| Ifl jusi fhad £o stand
Jﬁ UHAERARTY, MAILE and let the,flre fbunn. | 1\was! exfialtizjad. . |
R R I suffier|la little | firom low\blood|presiune bich 3
ALY | : Qmeans that, I cannot \keep up' continually’ violent /)
’ e rcle.- It was torrlhle tol stanl tiere, ulnlnfr in
‘ 'great breaths of ‘air and| trylnr to| Sed uoulle asain.
recious as the grass was|, the five /conlddol 1ittle ot1er oanh clﬂnless
‘the wind changed. "’ On the read side/ the Fire was dylng of | Pt oviy accord
inithe low grasq. : Ahead was tlmber where the flne w¢uld burn ?p@g'
i ] : : { 4 "A .‘ P ’r' '
‘ 'y L1\ % R \
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S gQ/was hoping against hope that the fire watchers would see the siiolie

\\:::}énd send out the fire brigade, but the fire watchers were not
worliing yet, being several days before the swmuaer fire period,.

oY

b
O g\ V.
kn ng Bllowly and was unlikely to damage the green timber. All tThe tine

Finally I got into action again and worked alon:; thc paddock
ed e of the fire and got it under control, then worked bacl along the
other edge putting out any pockets of flame that linpgered. . .fier
dealing with another small outbreak at the rear, I got the bucliet and
started carting water to put out posts and timber on the sround.

Loile reasonably safe and too far gone for salvage, I let burn. I
suppose 1 was lucky having water so close. I merely hac to cart each
buclzetful some two hundred yards., Late at night I went around and
put out mare fires and again in the morning. ‘''hen I went to ed I
was too tired to do anything but hold a shovel up... I generally
cariied the gang anyrate. I slept at 'smoke-oh' and at diner, and
Jater when the job was done, and for a week, I was completcly
exhausted. The boss, who wasn't a bad sort said I oupht to lay off
fichting fires. Yes, must give up that pastime!

I got out of it lightly, apart from losing several jears
ol ny life., The fire began at a few minutes past six in the
evening, ané I had it under control a little after nine, Juring
tose three hours, not a solitary car, truck or anythin; else went
alon’, that 'fairly busy road'
Australians are very scarce |

John J. lderson
Havelocl:
Victoria
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g mentioned in the ESRGitorial pages, you only get the next
issue by virtue of somne respLnsSCascs.e.

Suy rates are 5 for 50p in the UK, Statesiders may get the next
four issues by sending-'a dollar bill.

. cross in the status box indicates that this is your last
isue unless some response is forthcoming...sorry, bu¥

. . e H?
stech is life.
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